Having ascertained this point, I immediately proceed to the examination of another, which is the situation of the opening in the stricture. In order to do this, I take an impression of the stricture in wax, and I obtain in relief the form of its interior extremity. For this purpose I make use of the following instrument, which I call an exploring catheter. I have catheters of the Nos. 8, 9, and 10, open at both ends, and marked with the divisions of the foot; the anterior opening of these instruments must be about half the size of the other ; I take a bit of sewing silk, and having tied several knots in it, and dipped them in melted wax, I round off the wax in the manner represented in fig. 7 These instruments are to be used as follows :?Mark upon the canula, with a little wax, the distance from the external orifice to the stricture, so that the middle of the sack of the dilator may correspond with the part to be distended, when the mark shall be at the orifice in the glans. The dilator, being moistened and dipped in oil, is to be introduced like a catheter. If the extremity of the dilator meet with any resistance, by which its progress is impeded, it will be immediately perceived by the silver shaft passing out beyond the cap. We must not then press with our fingers, or in any pther manner, but withdraw the instrument, and change its direction. I always introduce my dilators without either pressing the rod, or fastening it so that it cannot slip back. I believe this mode of proceeding to be prudent, and I should consider as very reprehensible any other, having for its object the forcible introduction of these instruments. I again repeat it, and I think it cannot be too often reiterated, that the forcible introduction of instruments, in the treatment of strictures in the urethra, can never be other than pernicious.
When the dilator is introduced, I fit, by means of a screw, a syringe (PI. IV. fig. 6 ,) furnished with a fawcet to the cap of the dilator, and I press on the piston gently until I meet with some resistance ; I then turn the fawcet; the dilator is now distended, and separates the parietes of the strictured portion from three to four lines.
In about five minutes, for the first time, and afterwards from ten to fifteen, I open the fawcet, empty the instrument, and withdraw it.
For a long time I distended my dilators with air : I used then to have a good deal of trouble to make the dilatation permanent; for it is very difficult, even with the greatest care, to prevent the air from escaping through some outlet. When this fluid is strongly compressed, it finds its way between the fawcet and the little circular piece of leather which separates them. I 
